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Husker Q&A: Rachel Schwartz 


by Jessica Schwager 


Lincoln native Rachel Schwartz waited two years to 
make her official libero debut for the Huskers and has 
already proven she was the right player for the job. The 
junior is 10th in the Big 12 with 3.59 digs per game 
and comes off a 10-dig, three-ace performance at 
Texas Tech last Saturday. For the complete interview, 
visit Huskers.com later this weekend. 


What has heen your favorite Husker volleyball moment? 
“Obviously the National Championship was a huge 
Moment for us, but one of my favorite moments was 
when we were in China. It was our last day and we 
were all at the spa together, and we went around as a 
team and it was a very emotional time. Everybody told 
their roles and spoke about how they felt and where 
‘they were at as a person in life, not just as a volleyball 
player. It was really moving and really touching, so that 
was definitely one.” 


What are your personal goals for this season? 

"| have individual goals- like | want to pass a 2.5 and 
things like that. But overall, | want to cherish every 
game and every moment that | have with these girls. 
"'ve been with the seniors for three years and it’s going 
to be hard letting them go after this year. So | think one 
of my goals is just to take everything day by day and 
learn from everything and develop friendships.” 


What is your toughest challenge as libero? 

“One of the challenges for sure is just learning how to 
contribute and staying focused throughout the whole 
game. You have to be a very selfless player as a libero 
because you're not going to get recognition. You have 
to perform at a high level every day for your teammates 
and for your team.” 


Who developed your volleyball career the most 
before you came to play at Nebraska? 

“Actually, one of them for sure was my club basketball 
coach. When | played for him | had to become extremely 
mentally strong and disciplined at a very young age. | 
Played for the Cornhusker Shooting Stars and his name 
was Dan Lesoing. It was hard work. He'd be in my face 
every second of every practice and every game.” 


Why did you pick the number five? 

“Well, fgr one it was available. | just really liked the 
number. To me it's a really balanced number, | don’t 
know why exactly. You have five fingers, five toes-a lot 
of things come in a five-so | think that's why." 


In 2000 you were a ball girl at the Coliseum. What is 
your favorite memory from that experience? 

“I remember | was there when the 1995 team won the 
national championship. But my fondest memory was 
always trying to get on TV. We always wanted to be the 
ones to go out and wipe up the floor so we could maybe 
get on TV.” 


What are three words to describe Coach Cook? 
“Let's see. goofy, serious and, | don't know what the 
word would be, but he's kind of like a dad-figure. He 
teally cares about Us and what's going on in our tives 
and fe wants the best for us." 


Huskers Host Aggies in Big 12 Clash 

After a week off, the Huskers return to the cozy 
confines of the Nebraska Coliseum this evening, as they 
host the Texas A&M Aggies in a televised matchup. 

The Huskers are 9-0 on the season and ranked 
No. 1 in the country following a sweep of Texas Tech 
in Lubbock on Sept. 15, while the Aggies (11-2, 1-2 
Big 12) are also coming off a victory over Texas Tech, 
defeating the Red Raiders in five games Wednesday 
night in College Station, 

Scouting Nebraska: The Huskers enter tonight's 
match with one of the most potent offenses in college 
volleyball, ranking first nationally in kills (17.86) and 
assists (16.75) and third in hitting percentage (.337) 
One of the strengths of Nebraska's offensive attack 
through the first third of the season has been the play 
of middle blockers Tracy Stalls and Kori Cooper, who 
rank among the Big 12 leaders in hitting percentage 
and combine to average over 5.00 kills per game. 

Stalls, who ranked among the national leaders last 
season at .400, is hitting an eye-popping .508 on the 
season to rank second in the lastest NCAA rankings. 
Cooper is hitting .402 to rank fifth in the conference 
and is averaging nearly a kill per game more than a 
year ago. Last week, the pair hit .583 and averaged 
6.16 kills per game in sweeps of seventh-ranked Texas 
and Texas Tech. 

Scouting Texas A&M: Coach Laurie Corbelli (317- 
136 in 15 years at Texas A&M) has the Aggies back 
in contention for an NCAA Tournament appearance this 
fall after TAMU went 12-16 and missed the NCAAs for 
the first time in 14 years in 2006. * 

Texas A&M enters the weekend with an 11-2 record 
after snapping 2 two-match losing streak with a win 
over Texas Tech Wednesday night. The Aggies returned 
four starters and rank second in the Big 12 in hitting 
percentage (.305) and lead the Big 12 in opponent 


Statistical Comparison 


Team Record Big 12_W/Gm Pet. 


hitting (.149) entering the weekend. TAMU is led by 
sophomore outside hitters Sarah Ammerman (4.03 kills 
and 2.46 digs/gm) and Mary Batis (3.47 kills and 3.44 
digs/gm), who combine for nearly half of the Aggies’ 
kills. Middle blockers Kelly Stanton and Jillian Phillips 
combine for over five kills and two blocks per game, 
while both hit over 385. 

Series History: Nebraska leads the series, 25-6 
and has won the last 15 meetings, the longest winning 
streak in the series, dating back to the 1999 season. 
NU has won the last seven meetings all by sweeps and 
is 14-0 all-time in Lincoln. 

Worth Noting: 

e-Nebraska brings a national-best 19-match win 
streak into Saturday's contest. The streak began with 
NU's win over the Aggies at the NU Coliseum last 
November. 

#-Texas A&M hit.307 as a team in last year's meeting 
in Lincoln, the highest total by a Big 12 opponent in the 
Nebraska Coliseum. It was also only the third time in 
the last 243 matches where an opponent hit over .300 
as a team against the Huskers. 

-Kori Cooper's 1] kills at Texas Tech last Saturday 
marked the first time a middle blocker has had the 
sole team lead in kills since Melissa Elmer paced NU 
with 13 kills in the 2005 NCAA Semifinal against Santa 
Clara, a span of 44 matches. q 

*-Following her five blocks at Texas Tech, Tracy 
Stalls is seven blocks away from becoming the 11th 
Husker to reach 500 career blocks. 

*-The Huskers are hitting .375 as a team over its 
last five matches, including wins over three ranked 
teams in the stretch and a fourth - New Mexico State 
-which is now in the top 25. 

e-In six career matches against Texas A&M, Sarah 
Pavan is averaging 6.00 kills and 1.06 blocks per game 
while hitting .516 in that span. 


Opp Pct. _A/Gm Bem 


Nebraska 9-0 20 17.96 (1) 
TexasAGM = 11-2 12 16.16 (3) 


337 (1) 
305 (2) 


156 (2) 
449 (1) 


16.75 (1) 
14.55 (5) 


1.64 (4) 
1.80 (2) 


16.75 (2) 
15.39 (5) 


271(5) 
2.58 (7) 


Nebraska 2007 Season Statistics (as of Sept. 19) 


Player & K Wem £ TA Pct A NGm__SA__SA/Gm_ OIG __D/Gm 

Stalls, Tracy 28 72 «257 10 122 508 8 029° 2 «007 "2 071 31 "Ln 
Cooper, Kori 2 62 248 13 122 402 19 076 0 0.00 8 032 2 1.04 
Pavan, Sarah 28 «135 482 «40 «279 341 3 O11 14 050 52 186 18 0.64 
Holloway, Rachel 28 29 104 6 70 329 373 1332 7 02 77 275 12 0.43 
Larson, Jordan 2 99 354 31 232 293 13 046 ll 039, 98 350 15 0.54 
Houghtelling, Chris 27 84 311 23 215 284 11 041 9 0.33 108 4.00 16 0.59 
Mueller, Tara t 4 852 1 Ib 2h. 4 057 0 000 10 143 4 0.57 
Licht. Lindsey 4 13 093 6 2 259 0 0.00 0 000 3 O21 2 0.14 
Gates, Amanda 6 § 100 4 «18 (056 1 020 0 0.00 0 000 5 1.00 
Schwartz, Rachel 25 0 000 0 O 000 10 040 3 O12 8 356 0 0.00 
Banwarth, Kayla 2 0 0.00 0 0 000 0 000 0 000 0 0600 0 0.00 
Griffin. Maggie 140 000 0 oO 000 27 193 0 000 4 029 0 0.00 
NEBRASKA 28 503 17.96 134 1096.337 469 16.75 46 1.64 469 16.75 76.0 271 
Opponents 28 367 (13.1) 195 1103156 344 1228 15 0.54 399 14.25 45.5 1.62 


Texas A&M Aggies 


Name Cl. 
2 Jen Moore Te 5-6 St. 
3 Stephanie Cadavid DS/L 5-8 = So. 
4 Kelsey Bryant RS 6-2 Jr 
5 Jola Kelner Ss 6-0 So. 
7 Kelly Stanton MB 61 Sr 
9 Kristen Schevikhoven = S 5-9 So. 


10 Jillian Phillips 6-1 
12 Sarah Ammerman OH 6-2 
14 Darla Donaldson 6-2 
15 Jenny Banse OH 60 So, 
V7 Cara Quayle 6-1 
6-5 
6-0 


School) 


Allen, Texas (Allen) 


). San Antonio, Texas (Clark) 


‘Austin, Texas (Westlake) 

Bielsko-Biala, Poland (Stefana Zeromskiego) 
Friendswood, Texas (Friendswood) 

Centennial, Colo. (Eaglecrest/Northern Colorado) 
Marble Falls, Texas (Marble Falls) 

Parker, Cola. (Chaparral) 

Murrieta, Calif. (Chaparral/Cal State Northridge) 
‘San Antonio, Texas (Churchill) 


). Greenwood Village, Colo. (Cherry Creek) 


Topeka, Kan. (Seaman) 
San Antonio, Texas (Clark) 
i 


21 Breanna Lewis MB/RS 6-5 Fr. 

25 ~~ Mary Batis OH -( So. 

Coaching Staff 

Head Coach: Laurie Corbelli; 15th Year (San Francisco, 1988) 
Associate Head Coach: John Corbelli 

Assistant Coach: Robyn Romansky 


Nebraska Cornhuskers 


(High SchooV/Last School) 
St. Charles, Ill. (Rosary/Michigan State) 
Dubuque, lowa (Wahlert Catholic) 
Cambridge, Neb. (Cambridge) 
Aurora, Colo, (Grandview) * 
Lincoln, Neb. (East) 


Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue West) 
Kitchener, Ontario (Forest Heights Collegiate Institute) 
Hooper, Neb. (Logan View) 
Arvada, Colo. (Lakewood) 
Franklin, Tenn. (Smoky Hill, Colo.) 


Columbus, Neb. (Columbus) 
Scottsdale, Ariz, (Desert Mountain) 


No._Name Hometown 

1 Maggie Griffin - ni 7 

2 ~~ Kayla Banwarth L 5-10 Fr 

3 Christina Houghtelling OH «6-2 Sr. 

4 Lindsey Licht RS 6-5 Ft. 

5» Rachel Schwartz L 5-9 Jr 

6 Jordan Wilberger MB 6-1 Fr. Scottsbluff, Neb. 

8 Brooke Delano MB 6-4 Fr 

9 Sarah Pavan RS 6-5 St 

10 Jordan Larson OH 6-2 Sh 

ll Tracy Stalls MB 6-4 Sr. 

12 Rachel Holloway s 5-10 So. 

15 Kori Cooper MB 6-2 So. Amarillo, Texas 

17 Amanda Gates MB 6-2) Jr. 

19 Tara Mueller OH 6-0 Fr 

Coaching Staff 

Head Coach John Cook, Eighth Year (San Diego, 1979) 
Head Assistant Coach: Lee Maes, Thitd Year (Long Beach State, 1994) 
Assistant Coach: Lizzy Stemke, First Year (Wisconsin, 2004) 
Volunteer Assistant: Ryan Walthall, First Year (Penn State, 2007) 


Big 12 Standings (as of Sept. 21) 
Team____Big12_Pct__Overall_Pet. 


Oklahoma = 3-0 1.000 10-2 833 
Nebraska 20 1,000 9-0 1.000 
Kansas State 2-1 667 10-3 169 
lowa State 2-1 667 85 615 
Texas. 2-1 667 6-3 667 
Texas A&M = 1-2 000 11-2 846 
Kansas 1-2 333 8-5 615 
Baylor 1-2 333 8-5 615 
Texas Tech = 1-2 333 15 583 
Missouri 0-2 000 7-4 636 
Colorado 0-2 000 5-5 500 
This Week in the Big 12 


Date Match 

Wed., Sept. 19 Texas def. lowa State 3 
Kansas def. Missouri* 3 
Texas AEM def, Texas Tech 3. 
Oklahoma def, Kansas State” 3 
Baylor def. Colorado* 3 


Husker Premier Partners 


€lltel 


wireless 


Sat., Sept. 22 


‘Wed., Sep. 26 


Fri., Sep. 28 


Sat, Sep. 29 


Texas Tech at Kansas” 
Missouri at lowa State* 
Okishoma at Baylor* 
Texas A&M at Nebraska* 
Kansas State at Colorado* 


Texas A&M at Baylor* 
Colorado at Okiahoma* 
Missouri at Kansas State* 
Nebraska at Kansas* 
‘Texas at Texas Tech* 


Colorado at Texas* 
Kansas State at Texas A&M” 


Oklahoma at Missouri* 
lowa State at Texas Tech* 
Baylor at Nebraska* 


1pm. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


6:30 p.m. 


7pm. 


7 p.m. 


7pm. 


7 p.m. 


6:30 p.m 
6:30 p.m. 


6:30 p.m 
7 p.m. 
7pm. 


2007 Schedule & Results 

Date Time 
Aug. 24-25 at NCS Showcase (Qwest Center Omaha) 
Aug. 24 vs. Tennessee (NET/CSTV) W.3-0 
‘Aug, 25 vs. No. 5 UCLA (NET/CSTV) W,3-1 
‘Aug. 31-Sept. 3. Holiday Inn Downtown Classic 

Aug. 31 Creighton W, 3-0 
‘Sept. 2 No. 3 Penn State W, 3-0 
Sept. 3 No. 18 Cal Poly W. 3-0 
Sept. 7-8 Ameritas Players Challenge 

Sept. 7 No. 11 Duke W,3-0 
Sept. 8 ‘New Mexico State W, 3-0 
Sept. 12 No.7 Texas * (NET/CSTV) W,3-0 
Sept. 15 at Texas Tech W,3-0 
‘Sept. 22 Texas ARM * (NET) 7pm. 
Sept. 26 at Kansas “ 7 pam. 
‘Sept. 29 Baylor” 7pm. 
Oct.3 Kansas State “ (NET/CSTV) 7pm. 
Oct. 6 at Colorado * 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 10 lowa State  (NET/CSTV) Thm. 
Oct. 13 at Oklahoma “ TBA 
(Oct. 17 at Missouri * 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 20 Kansas * TBA 
Oct. 21 Hawaii (Devaney Center) (NET) Spm, 
Oct. 24 at Texas “ (FSN) 6:30 p.m, 
Oct. 31 Missouri * (NET/CSTV) Tp.m, 
‘Nov. 3 ‘at Kansas State © 7 p.m. 
Nov. 7 Colorado * (NET/CSTV) Tpm. 
Nov. 11 at lowa State” 3 p.m. 
Nov. 14 at Texas A&M 6:30 p.m. 
Noy, 17 Oklahoma * 7pm. 
Nov. 21 at Baylor® 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 24 Texas Tech * T pm. 
Nov. 29-Dec. 1 NCAA First & Second Rounds TBA 
Dec.7 NCAA Regionals TBA 
Dec. 8 NCAA Regionals TBA 
Dec. 13 NCAA National Semifinals Ter 
Dec. 15 NCAA Championship Match TBA 


‘Denotes Big 12 Conterence match. All times are Central. 
NET-Nebraska Educational Television; CSTV-College Sports 
Television; FSN-Fox Sports Net. 


CSTW/AVCA Coaches Poll (sept 17) 


Rk. Team (No. 1 votes) Pts, Recor! Last 
1. Nebraska (55) 1495 9-0 1 
2. Stanford (5) 1445 11-0 2 
3. Penn State 1363 8-2 3 
4. Southern California 1304 10-0 4 
5. UCLA 1251 10-1 5 
6. Florida 1198 9-0 6 
7. Texas 1134 5-3 7 
8. Washington 109] 11-0 8g 
9. Wisconsin 990 8-1 9 
10. Michigan 950 12-0 10 
11, California 920 10-1 ul 
12. Minnesota 808 73 13 
13. Hawaii 708 8-3 a) 
14. Duke 638 5-3 16 
15. San Diego 590 7-4 18 
16. Kansas State 573 10-2 19 
17 BYU 504 7-3 12 
18. Dayton 426, 13-0 2 
19. Ohio 390 8-3 7 
20, Cal Poly 27. 6-6 4 
21. St. John's 257 14-2 23 
22. LSU 230 10-1 a 
23. Ohio State 197 6-3 20 
24. Oregon 126 Ii NR 
25. New Mexico State 5 10-2 NR 
as 
—_ 
\Coniea thinatts Gusinens Sétutons 
Lincoln Branch 


Head Assistant Coach 


3° Christina Houghtelling 


(Rosary/Michigan State) 


6 Jordan Wilberger 8 Brooke Delano 


(Forest Hts. Col. Institute) 


12 Rachel Holloway “17 Amanda Gates 


Ryan Walthall 
Volunteer Assistant Coach 
First Season 


4 Lindsey Licht 
Fr, RS, 6-5 
Aurora, Colo. 
(Grandview) 


10 ¢ Jordan Larson 
Jr, OH, 6-2 
Hooper, Neb. 
(Logan View) 


19 ¢ Tara Mueller 
Fr, OH, 6-0 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 
(Desert Mountain) 


Lindsay Wischmeier-Peterson 
Dir. of Volleyball Operations 


